
KEY TAKEAWAYS

Navigating Change: From Colonial to Contemporary Africa

In this chapter, Professor Obiora Ike illustrated the enduring impacts of colonialism and 
economic exploitation on Africa, highlighting the systemic challenges and persistent 
stereotypes that continue to affect the continent.

1. Colonialism has left Africa with profound and persistent impacts, particularly in 
how artificial borders created by colonial powers have led to enduring ethnic 
conflicts and systemic challenges.

2. Africa’s economic exploitation persists to this day through the extraction of 
resources, primarily for international benefit, perpetuating a cycle of dependency 
and inequity for local populations.

3. Negative stereotypes about Africa, rooted in historical injustices, continue to 
influence global perceptions and policies.

4. Modern multilateral institutions, ostensibly created to promote equality, can 
actually perpetuate economic and political control over Africa, undermining its 
sovereignty and development.


